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CHURCH

A United Methodist Congregation

We demonstrate the love of Jesus by welcoming our neighbors,
growing disciples and serving those in need.
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Today we celebrate World Communion. The world is all of the families of the earth. We
remember that God promised to bless all of the families of the earth through Abraham.
Through Holy Communion, the New Covenant, we participate and witness this promised
blessing. Faith in Christ Jesus invites us to watch, wait, and remember the Good News.
For God, the Father, through Christ Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit is making us
holy as God is Holy, blameless, and righteous in God’s sight. Such remembering is Faith
that opens the eyes of the soul to see Jesus with us now and always.
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OCTOBER 4, 2026

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

4315 Brainerd Road, Chattanooga, Tennessee 37411
Phone: 423.698.6951 ¢« www.brainerdumc.org


http://www.brainerdumc.org/

Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Please turn down the volume of your cell phone and other electronic devices.

Welcome and Invocation Adapted from the Parable of the Vineyard Liturgist and Congregation

“There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built
a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. When the harvest time had come, he sent
his son to the tenants to collect his produce. What produce does the landowner expect?

God is the Landowner. We are the vineyard. God expects His children to produce Holiness, Blame-
lessness, and Righteousness.

Hear the Good News. The Law of Moses contains the Great Commandment. It makes us holy as God
is holy.

What does Jesus command us to do when our produce sours and rots? Jesus tells us to remember the
New Covenant. His forgiveness makes us blameless in God’s sight.

How does the Holy Spirit fit into this Good News. The Holy Spirit leads God’s children into the glory
of the Golden Rule. The Golden Rule makes us righteous in God’s sight.

See...nothing is impossible with God. By faith in Christ Jesus we become the Amen. Those who let it
be with them and make it so.

Prelude

Call to Worship - Adapted from Isaiah 5:1-4 Liturgist and Congregation

| will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very
fertile hill.

He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of
it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it?

God does far more than we could ask or imagine. Come and worship. Let us prepare our hearts and
minds for Holy Communion with God and our neighbors.

*Opening Hymn 103 Immortal, invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO
*Affirmation of Faith 887 Affirmation from Romans Liturgist and Congregation
*Gloria Patri 70 Glory Be to the Father MEINEKE
Call to Prayer 496 Sweet Hour of Prayer SWEET HOUR

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer

Offertory Solo Steal Away Sung by Charlene Cook
*Doxology 95 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow oLD 100"
*Hymn 617 | Come with Joy (vs. 1-3, 5) DOVE OF PEACE

*Gospel Lesson Matthew 21:33-46 Liturgist



Message “Communion Hewn from Two Stones ” Rev. Robert Burlingham

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from the power of sin.

(Meditation 1: The Chosen Stone is the Law of Moses)

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.

Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,

to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

and to announce that the time had come

when you would save your people.

(Meditation 2: The Stone the Builders Rejected is the Word who Became Flesh)

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,

Jesus made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
At his ascension you exalted him
to sit and reign with you at your right hand.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”



And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
(Meditation 3: The Good News is Holiness, Blamelessness, and Righteous

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father now and for ever. Amen.

*Hymn 670 Go Forth for God GENEVA 124

Benediction

Postlude

(Please remain seated during the Postlude and reflect on God’s presence during the morning’s worship.)

* Please stand as you are able.

We welcome you to Brainerd United Methodist Church. If you are interested in learning
more about the church or in joining, please visit us at www.brainerdumc.org.

The Women’s Fellowship Group, will

‘ TODAY ‘ The Women'’s Fellowship Group
“, Ch U rCh fam || ‘ meet @ 11:30, Tuesday, October 6, at

Molcajete Mexican Restaurant, 6231
‘ Perimeter Dr. Suit 127 (near the Sports-
Sunday, October 4 man Warehouse, behind McDonald’s).

x This Fellowship Group is open to all
11:30 - 1:00 ‘ ! lwomen in the church.

Communion Assistants Wanted!

If you are willing to assist Pastor Sam serve Communion
please sign the “sign-up” sheet on the desk in the atrium.




Debates rage on
about which is
more important in
the Christian life -
- faith or works.
| Samis facilitating a
study class that will
use the book of James to answer this great
guestion and hopefully lead us to a faith that
works for the glory of God. This study meets
at 10:30 a.m. each Monday in the Wesley
Conference Room. We hope you will join us
for a great time of discussion and prayer.

JOIN US FOR

Gospel of John V

Join us each Thursday at 12 noon in the Wesley
Conference Room for a time of prayer, fellow-
ship, and discussion on the Holy Bible. Whether
you're a lifetime learner, or new to faith and
study, you are welcome to be a part of this
conversation.

Congratulations to our very first

Featured Homebound member for
the month of October 2026!

Today, we are happy to feature the lovely
Mrs. Jackie Frye. Jackie came to Brainerd UMC
with many of her friends from Saint Andrews
UMC. It was certainly a blessing for all of us at
Brainerd. Jackie is a cherished member of our

church family!

Jackie still lives in East Brainerd as do many of
our church family. She has two sons, Michael
and Brian, who are a great help to her with her
flowers, which she still enjoys very much.

Jackie is a Big Orange fan!
She celebrated her 91 birthday this year.

She enjoys company but please call
before visiting.

The Women’s Fellowship Group

The Women’s Fellowship Group, will meet @ 11:30, Tuesday,
October 6, at Molcajete Mexican Restaurant, 6231 Perimeter Dr.
Suit 127 (near the Sportsman Warehouse, behind McDonald’s).
This Fellowship Group is open to all women in the church.




nHZE<E <EREOEE OZaw

Sunday, October 4

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Fellowship, Atrium
10:00 a.m.  Sunday Worship, Sanctuary and Online
11:15 a.m.  Sunday School, Classrooms
11:30 a.m.  Church Lunch, Fellowship Hall

4:00 p.m. Baulding Elite Basketball, Gym

6:00 p.m.  Scenic City Sax Society, Choir Suite

Monday, October 5
10:00 a.m.  Sisters Bible Study Group, McFerrin Chapel
10:30 a.m. Bible Study, Wesley Conference Room
2:00 p.m. Pickleball for All, Gym
7:00 p.m.  Sheril Volleyball, Gym

Tuesday, October 6
10:00 a.m.  Scenic City Chorale, Choir Suite

11:30 a.m. Women’s Fellowship Group, Molcajete Mexican Restaurant
5:00 p.m.  CAHA, Library

Wednesday, October 7
2:00 p.m.  Pickleball for All, Gym
6:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Suite
6:00 p.m.  Barry Volleyball, Gym

Thursday, October 8
12:00 p.m.  Bible Study, Wesley Conf. Room
2:00 p.m. Pickleball for All, Gym

Friday, October 9

12:00 p.m. Organ Practice, Sanctuary
3:00 p.m. Gracie Ellis Rehearsal, Sanctuary & Atrium
6:30 p.m.  Trevor Co-Ed Volleyball, Gym

Saturday, October 10
9:00 a.m. KBTOC Birdie Team, Gym
1:00 p.m. Gracie Ellis Wedding, Sanctuary & Atrium
3:30 p.m. Bijil Volleyball, Gym

Sunday, October 11

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Fellowship, Atrium
10:00 a.m.  Sunday Worship, Sanctuary and Online
11:15 a.m.  Sunday School, Classrooms

4:00 p.m. Baulding Elite Basketball, Gym

6:00 p.m. Scenic City Sax Society, Choir Suite



