
We demonstrate the love of Jesus by welcoming our neighbors,  
growing disciples and serving those in need. 

4315 Brainerd Road, Chattanooga, Tennessee 37411  
Phone: 423.698.6951 • www.brainerdumc.org 

May 17, 2026                                           Ascension Sunday 

United Methodism has four books. The Book of Discipline is like the Law of Moses. The Book 
of Resolutions reminds us that the Prophets call to acts of Social Justice. These two books 
contain answers to our questions about Scripture. The Book of Worship outlines our liturgical 
practices. Liturgy means the work of the people who desire to worship God.    
 

Jesus gives us four Good Works: love, faith, service, and patient-endurance. Consider the way 
Jesus’s four Good Works and the four United Methodist books come together as one. 

http://www.brainerdumc.org/


Welcome  Written by Robert (05/04/26)    Responsive Reading with Liturgist  
 

Good morning.  
 

I am curious about what it means to be righteous in God’s sight.  Jesus says the blessed hunger and thirst 
for it.  He promises to fill us. How? Tell me His way of righteousness. Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will receive mercy. His mercy conquers fear, sin, and death. Why does He promise the merciful even 
more?  Come, let us worship and search the deep mystery of Jesus’s promises and discover the answer.  

 
Prelude  
 
Prayer of Confession   Written by Robert (05/04/26) Liturgist 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Let us confess the Spirit of truth of Christ Jesus.  
Jesus teaches that the truth of God’s love is revealed through 4 Good Works.  
Unconditional Love ushers us into God’s presence.  
Faith in Jesus’s promises reflect God’s love 
Love and faith equip us for Service. When we serve our neighbor we worship God in Spirit and truth.   
Patient-endurance remembers the New Covenant. It puts love and faith together over and over again.   
Yes, love is patient and God’s forgiveness endures forever.  
 

Why retain the sins of any? Forgiveness lets us do the good works of Christ Jesus.  
Love, faith, service, and patient-endurance work like keys. They unlock the door to the Kingdom of 
Heaven.   
  

This morning we shall hear that the Promised One has the key of David.   
God promised David a son. This son will sit on David’s throne forever.   
God promised Abraham a son. This son will be a blessing to all of the families of the earth.   
Jesus is the Son God promised to Abraham and David.   
 

Glory to God.  Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn 73 O Worship the King (vs. 1, 4, and 5)  LYONS 

 
*Affirmation of Faith  The World Methodist Social Affirmation Page 886 

(The four Good Works fulfill the Law of Moses. The Prophets call us to acts of social justice.) 
 

*Gloria Patri 70  Glory Be to the Father  MEINEKE 
 
Old Testament Lesson I Samuel 8:1-9 Liturgist 
 
Revelation Lesson Revelation 3:7-13 Liturgist 
 
Call to Prayer 393 Spirit of the Living God LIVING GOD 
  
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Please turn down the volume of  your cell phone and other electronic devices. 



*Hymn 156 I Love to Tell the Story (vs 1, 3, and 4) HANKEY  

 
Offertory Anthem O That I Had a Thousand Voices   Jay Althouse 
 

*Doxology 94  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 
*Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:8 Liturgist 
  
The Message                     “The Sixth Promise: You Shall be Pillars in the Temple of God  ”   Rev. Burlingham 
                                                            
*Hymn 664 Sent Forth by God's Blessing  THE ASH GROVE 
  

Announcements 
  

Benediction 
  

Postlude  

(Please remain seated during the Postlude and reflect on God’s presence during the morning’s worship.) 
  

  * Please stand as you are able.  
 

 
We welcome you to Brainerd United Methodist Church. If you are interested in learning 

more about the church or in joining, please visit us at www.brainerdumc.org. 

If you would like to check out the bulletin online, go to  
www.brainerdumc.org and click on “Weekly Bulletin.” 

For Debra Wise 
TODAY, May 17 

Reception in the 
Atrium after 

Worship  

https://www.brainerdumc.org/


Sunday, May 17 
  9:30  a.m. Sunday Morning Fellowship, Atrium 
10:00  a.m. Sunday Worship, Sanctuary and Online 
11:00  a.m. Retirement Reception for Debra Wise, Atrium 
11:00  a.m. Sunday School, Classrooms 
  5:00  p.m. Church Leadership Council, Truman Brooks Room 
  6:00  p.m. Basketball, Gym 
  

Monday, May 18 
10:30  a.m. Bible Study, Wesley Conference Room 
  2:00  p.m. Pickleball for All, Gym 
  

Tuesday, May 19 
  6:00  p.m. Girls Inc. Orientation, Fellowship Hall 
  

Wednesday, May 20 
  2:00  p.m. Pickleball for All, Gym 
  6:00  p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Choir Suite 
  7:00  p.m. Men’s Volleyball, Gym 
  

Thursday, May 21 
12:00  p.m. Bible Study, Wesley Conference Room 
  2:00  p.m. Pickleball for All, Gym 
  7:00  p.m. Men’s Volleyball, Gym 
  

Friday, May 22 
10:00  a.m. DLA Awards Day & Graduation, Fellowship Hall 
12:30  p.m. Organ Practice, Sanctuary 
  6:00  p.m. Co-Ed Volleyball, Gym 
  

Saturday, May 23 
  9:00  a.m. KBTOC Birdie Team, Gym 
11:00  a.m. Snehu Birdie Team, Gym 
  1:30  p.m. Chatta Events Graduation Party, Fellowship Hall 
  

Sunday, May 24 Regularly Scheduled Events   

 

Sunday, TODAY, 

May 17,  

at 5:00 PM, in the  

Truman Brooks Room 


